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In My View
The Global Planning Table
By Arlene D. Schiff
Imagine a world where the greatest Jewish challenges
and most exciting opportunities to strengthen and build
our people are discussed, studied, and understood.
Imagine too, that we take the next step and determine
a course of action based on our collective ability to have
the biggest impact where it is needed most.
This is the vision at the heart of The Jewish Federations of North American’s Global Planning Table.
The Federation system is defined by our ability to take
collective action to address Jewish priorities. Working
together, we have had a profound impact on world Jewry.
We can take great pride in the role we have played in
building the State of Israel, rescuing Jews from around
the world, helping Jews in need, rebuilding Jewish communities, strengthening Jewish identity, and much more.
Yet despite all of our efforts, today, there are still
Jews in need around the world. There is still a need to
strengthen the Jewish identity of the next generation and there are enormous challenges in building and strengthening Jewish communities worldwide.
At the same time, we are in the midst of a period of tremendous Jewish innovation.
So now seemed to be the appropriate time for the Federation system to develop
and implement a bold plan that will enhance our ability to meet the global Jewish
challenges of today and tomorrow. And that plan is called the “Global Planning
Table” (GPT).
The mission of the GPT is to inspire the Jewish Federation’s collective global
work and drive innovative solutions to important issues within the global Jewish
community.
In the first phase of this new process, the GPT Committee established four
Working Groups to research and discuss what are currently deemed to be the most
pressing issues:

According to their written report: “There was a strong sense that today’s Jews need
to define their own Jewish journeys in ways that link them to a shared Jewish story.”
It was decided that in order to help strengthen Jewish identity around the world,
there needs to be the right resources to ignite interest and provide access to modern,
meaningful Jewish experiences. Jewish identity amongst Israelis was deemed to be
a priority if being a global Jewish community is of importance.
The “Supporting Israel’s Civic Society” group is working to define the term “civil
society” and is focusing on issues of religious pluralism, racial and gender equality, treatment of minorities, social-economic gaps, and the relationship between
haredim and the rest of Israeli society. The group is continuing to discuss whether
Diaspora Jews have a role to play in strengthening Israel’s civil society, and if so,
what that role might be.
The “Developing Leadership and Community” working group is discussing the
nature of vibrant and engaged Jewish communities that are built around learning,
rituals, connections to Israel, and mutual responsibility. Their focus is on the human
resources that are the foundation of strong communities, from visionary leaders to
effective volunteers and professionals; as well as methods for attracting, developing
and engaging those with diverse talents.
These four working groups will continue to meet throughout the summer and will
make recommendations to the GPT Committee in the fall. Those recommendations
will be synthesized into a single draft for feedback from local Federation communities.
The ultimate goal of the GPT process will be the development of a clear set of goals
and focused strategies for addressing the highest priorities of the Jewish people.
For decades the Federation system has set and met goals that have made a real
difference in the lives of the worldwide Jewish community. The GPT provides us with
a new methodology for tapping into our collective will and bringing life and meaning
to our deeply shared commitment to mutual responsibility and action.
I believe the results of the GPT process will once again allow the Federations of
North America to be at the forefront of leading impactful change. I look forward to
sharing the progress of this new initiative with you in future columns.
____________________________________________________

• CaringfortheMostVulnerable
• StrengtheningJewishIdentityandGlobalPeoplehood
• SupportingIsrael’sCivilSociety
• DevelopingLeadershipandCommunity
“TheCaringfortheMostVulnerable”workinggroup’spremiseisthatFederations need to focus on ensuring every Jew has their basic needs fulfilled regardless
of where they live in the world.
The group is in the process of defining “basic needs,” and discussing the tradeoffs between providing services and building self-sufficiency. Additionally they are
discussing the diverse situations in different geographies, including the unique
situation in Israel. They continue to focus on how different strategies such as direct
service, capacity building, and bringing new and creative ideas related to ongoing
processes and problems might be important in different areas of the world and for
different populations.
The “Strengthening Jewish Identity and Global Peoplehood” working group is
discussing the concept of the Jewish journeys of living, learning, and belonging.

Special Note: The Jewish Federation of the Berkshires annual campaign kicked off
on June 3 with a very successful “Super Sunday” which was followed by successful
subsequent phone-a-thons, private solicitations, and our Major Donor Breakfast.
As of the printing of this issue of the Berkshire Jewish Voice we are approximately
halfway to our goal of $725,000.
If you have already made your 2012 contribution, thank you. If you have yet
to be reached by one of our solicitors, please don’t wait. Feel free to send in your
contribution, call the office to make a donation via credit card, or visit our website
and click on the donation button.
While we have been able to maintain the majority of our programs and services
during the last three economically challenging years, there are still unmet needs
that we have the capacity to meet provided we having the funding to do so.
Please invest in our local and worldwide Jewish community by making your
donation now.
Every contribution makes a difference. Thank you!
Arlene D. Schiff is Executive Director of the Jewish Federation of the Berkshires. She
may be reached at (413) 442-4360, ext. 12 or arlene.schiff@jewishberkshires.org

Traveling with Jewish Taste©
Southeastern Connecticut:
History and Culture
By Carol Goodman Kaufman
Recently, Joel and I visited our new “machatunim” (“inlaws”) in Southeastern Connecticut. Despite living less
than ninety minutes away, I had never explored the area.
I now learn that I have been missing something special.
New London and Waterford sit at the mouth of the
Thames River just before the river empties into Long Island Sound. In the early nineteenth century, New London
was the second busiest whaling port in the world after
New Bedford, and the wealth accumulated from whaling
is apparent in the city’s architecture.
While the city has unfortunately lost much of its shipping and manufacturing industries, the area’s maritime
history is still evident everywhere you look. New London
boasts a total of eleven national register historic districts, among them Whale Oil Row.
The four identical Greek Revival buildings are beautiful reminders of New London’s
long-ago prosperity with tall Ionic columns and fine classical details. Built between
1835 and 1845 they were nicknamed for the men who purchased them with money
made from association with the whaling industry.
The Historic Waterfront District chronicles the commercial development of the
city in the late eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. Among the highlights there are
Union Station, the Custom House, and the Georgian New London County Courthouse.
New London is also home to the United States Coast Guard Academy, and the
harbor is home port to the Guard’s cutter “Chinook” and the tall ship “Eagle,” currently participating in the War of 1812 Bicentennial Commemoration, and Operation Sail 2012.
For a window into the maritime history of the area, a visit to Mystic Seaport is a
must, and it is a mere fifteen minute drive to Stonington. This living history museum
consists of a village, ships, and seventeen acres of exhibits depicting coastal life in
New England in the 19th century.
While we have just married into the area, Jewish presence in New London dates
to 1685, when a Dutch Jew brought the brigantine “Prosperous” to the port of New
London.
Connecticut’s Christian charter restricted Jewish and Catholic settlement, so
Jews couldn’t establish a recognized community in the state until 1843. The first
Jews to make their home in New London were from Germany, and others followed.
The German Jewish community did not grow, but in 1885, the first of a wave
of refugees from Eastern Europe and Russia began to arrive. These Orthodox Jews
formed the Sick Benefit Society of Ahavath Chesed in 1892 and purchased land for
a Jewish cemetery.
JEWISH TASTE, continued on page 8
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Whipped Sweet Potatoes With Nutmeg
and Lemon
Connecticut is known as the “Nutmeg State.” Two stories
explain the nickname, the first says that because its early
inhabitants had the reputation of being so shrewd; they sold
wooden nutmegs to unsuspecting buyers; but Elizabeth Abbe
records a more sympathetic story in Connecticut Magazine.
“Unknowing buyers may have failed to grate nutmegs, thinking they had to be cracked like a walnut. Nutmegs are wood,
and bounce when struck. If southern customers did not grate
them, they may very well have accused the Yankees of selling
useless ‘wooden’ nutmegs, unaware that they wear down to
a pungent powder to season pies and breads.” This dish is
great for a big family dinner.

Ingredients:
5 pounds yams, peeled and
cut into two-inch cubes
8 tablespoons of butter at
room temperature (use
coconut oil for pareve)
3 tablespoons unsulfured
molasses
2 teaspoons grated lemon
rind

1-1/2 teaspoons ground nutmeg, fresh if possible
Salt and pepper to taste
Minced fresh parsley
Grated lemon peel
Ground nutmeg

Directions:
• Cook sweet potatoes in large pot of boiling salted water
until tender, about fifteen minutes.
• Drain well.
• Transfer to large bowl and puree in mixer or food processor in batches.
• Return to pot.
• Mix in butter, molasses, grated lemon peel, and nutmeg.
• Season with salt and pepper.
• Transfer potatoes to serving bowl.
• Garnish with parsley, lemon, and nutmeg.
Serves 12

ture golf, and water park. Due
to the proximity of the river to
the Long Island Sound, swimming in the water is a pleasant,
semi-salty affair.
Now that we have “discovered” southeastern Connecticut,
we will be back.
Carol Goodman Kaufman is a
psychologist and author with a
passion for travel and food. She
recently launched the blog “Food
for Thought,” on her website at
carolgoodmankaufman.com. She
invites visits and comments.
This column is copyrighted © by
Carol Goodman Kaufman and the
Berkshire Jewish Voice. It may
not be reprinted or reproduced, in
whole or in part, in any manner.
All rights reserved.
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